
February 11, 2017 

Aloha: 

I wrote the following and emailed it to the Honolulu Star Advertiser and offered it 
up for print into their Letters to the Editor section. However, in their infinite 
wisdom they deemed it unworthy of printing. 

You can count on the State of Hawaii to keep supporting higher property values in 
order to obtain higher Property Taxes.  

The State of Hawaii as well as the City & County have raised probably, at least in 
my mind, just about everything they could find to raise the tax upon. Currently 
they want to raise Property Taxes, Parking Rates again, Road Tax Vehicle Weight 
tax again, Gasoline tax again, Harbor Fees as well as the General Excise Tax. 

What a fiasco this State is with the enormous amount of State workers benefits in 
monetary liabilities in the Billions of $$$’s, the Train to nowhere and still the 
aggressive proposals to bring about even more spending for a new Stadium, a new 
Prison, Air Conditioning for Schools and the one I love the most: 

GIVE THE STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION, THE STRONGEST UNION 
IN THE STATE OF HAWAII THE POWER TO TAX! 

Oh, good grief and wo is me. Good thing I love living here! 

However, since Hawaii is so much like California, we even call it Kailuafornia 
over here on this side of the Island, I am sure we will continue tax higher and fund 
more social and liberal agendas without fiscal and fiduciary responsibility to the 
citizens of Hawaii. 

Condos are the Future in Hawaii. The ONLY future. Buy them now, while you 
can! 

Mike Gallagher 

 

 



California Groups Sue for More Housing 
California groups are filing lawsuits against the state's major cities. While the 
nation's most populous state, California ranks 49th in the number of housing units 
per capita and has the second-highest rate of overcrowding after Hawaii. 
“California Housing Crunch Prompts Push to Allow Building,” The Wall Street 
Journal (Jan. 25, 2017) 

Sound familiar? Who is the biggest land owner in Hawaii? The answer: The State. 

I understand the concerns some residents have about favoritism for luxury 
developers who seek quick approvals but the shortage of housing is so severe that 
there needs to be more housing for us all.  

Re-Zoning in Kailua and Honolulu, especially for smaller Single Family Homes, 
Condos and Town Homes will add inventory For Sale and help stabilize sky 
rocketing prices where locals often have no choice but to live Multi Generationally 
together. 

There is still plenty of land in Kailua and Honolulu, we just have to get it back 
from the State. 

Anyone out there want to back a Suit or Bill?  

Mike Gallagher, Realtor 

 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/california-housing-crunch-prompts-push-to-allow-building-1485340200
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